
How does the complexity 
of colour terms affect our 
understanding and interpretation 
of them? How consistent are our 
responses to colour terms when 
they are basic as opposed to 
sophisticated or obscure? Which 
colour terms are inadequately 
understood? This set of posters 
presents a selection of the results 
from the survey conducted 
as part of my Major Project, 
Colourful Language. They 
seek to demonstrate how our 

understanding, and therefore 
interpretation of colour terms 
breaks down as they become 
more complex. This is significant 
because of the hundreds, if not 
thousands of colour names at our 
disposal we predominantly resort 
to the eleven basic colour terms 
in English, defined by Brent Berlin 
and Paul Kay in 1969. This poster 
presents the colours chosen by 
participants in response to those 
eleven basic colour terms, as a 
basis for comparison. 

Colourful Language

Clockwise from the top, the terms 
used in the survey were:

1.  Pink
2.  Red
3.  Orange
4.  Yellow
5.  Green
6.  Blue
7.  Purple
8.  Brown
9.  Black
10. Grey
11. White
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understanding, and therefore 
interpretation of colour terms 
breaks down as they become 
more complex. This is significant 
because of the hundreds, if not 
thousands of colour names at 
our disposal we predominantly 
resort to the eleven basic colour 
terms in English, defined by 
Brent Berlin and Paul Kay in 
1969. This poster presents the 
colours chosen by participants 
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sophisticated colour terms. 

Colourful Language

Clockwise from the top, the terms 
used in the survey were:

1.  Nude
2.  Coral
3.  Maroon
4.  Puce
5.  Mauve
6.  Teal
7.  Pistachio
8.  Khaki
9.  Fawn
10. Tawny
11. Taupe
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How does the complexity 
of colour terms affect our 
understanding and interpretation 
of them? How consistent are our 
responses to colour terms when 
they are basic as opposed to 
sophisticated or obscure? Which 
colour terms are inadequately 
understood? This set of posters 
presents a selection of the results 
from the survey conducted 
as part of my Major Project, 
Colourful Language. They 
seek to demonstrate how our 

understanding, and therefore 
interpretation of colour terms 
breaks down as they become 
more complex. This is significant 
because of the hundreds, if not 
thousands of colour names at our 
disposal we predominantly resort 
to the eleven basic colour terms 
in English, defined by Brent Berlin 
and Paul Kay in 1969. This poster 
presents the colours chosen by 
participants in response to a set 
of specifically selected; obscure 
colour terms. 

Clockwise from the top, the terms 
used in the survey were:

1.  Alizarin
2.  Porphyry
3.  Ianthine
4.  Periwinkle
5.  Cerulean
6.  Celadon
7.  Citrine
8.  Chartreuse
9.  Gamboge
10. Cinnabar
11. Greige


